INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSASSINATION 
OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



APPENDIX TO 

HEARINGS 

BEFORE THE 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 

OF THE 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

NINETY-FIFTH CONGRESS 

SECOND SESSION 


VOLUME XII 

(THE "20,000 WORDS") 


Printed for tlie use of the Select Committee on Assassinations 




U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
40-fi00 0 WASHINGTON : 1070 


V 

For safe by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office 
Washington, D.C. 20402 





SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 


LOUIS STOKES, Ohio, Chairman 


RICHARDSON PREYER, North Carolina 
WALTER E. FAUNTROY, 

District of Columbia 
YVONNE BRATHWAITE BURKE, 
California 

CHRISTOPHER J. DODD, Connecticut 
HAROLD E. FORD, Tennessee 
FLOYD J. FITHIAN, Indiana 
ROBERT W. EDGAR, Pennsylvania 

Subcommittee on the 
Aeeaesination of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

WALTER E. FAUNTROY. Chairman 
HAROLD E. FORD 
FLOYD J. FITHIAN 
ROBERT W. EDGAR 
STEWART B. McKINNEY 
LOUIS STOKES, ex officio 
SAMUEL L. DEVINE, ex officio 


SAMUEL L DEVINE, Ohio 
STEWART B. McKINNEY, Connecticut 
CHARLES THONE, Nebraska 
HAROLD S. SAWYER, Michigan 


Subcommittee on the 
Aeeaeeination of 
John F. Kennedy 

RICHARDSON PREYER, Chairman 
YVONNE BRATHWAITE BURKE 
CHRISTOPHER J. DODD 
CHARLES THONE 
HAROLD S. SAWYER 
LOUIS STOKES, ex officio 
SAMUEL L. DEVINE, ex officio 

01 ) 



c 


A- 


¥ 



CONTENTS 


Introduction 

“20,000 Words” 


INTRODUCTION 

After his arrest on June 8, 1968, for the murder of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., James Earl Ray retained Arthur Hanes, Sr. and Arthur 
Hanes, Jr. to represent him in the upcoming trial in Tennessee. To 
fund the defense, Ray and his attorneys entered into a contract with 
an author, William Bradford Huie. Ray then began to provide Huie 
with written materials concerning his activities before and after the 
assassination. This material provided much of the information for 
Huie’s later writings on the assassination. 

In November of 1968, Ray fired the Hanes team, and hired Percy 
Foreman as his lead attorney. After an interruption of several 
weeks, Foreman and Ray reinstituted the arrangement with Huie. 
Ray then sent additional materials to the author. The materials 
which Huie received from Ray have come to be known as the “20,000 
Words.” 

A set of the “20,000 Words” was introduced as an exhibit in Ray's 
Habeas Corpus proceedings following the guilty plea. A complete 
copy of this exhibit was obtained from the Federal District Court for 
the Western District of Tennessee by the staff of the House Select 
Committee on Assassinations in August of 1977. It appears on the 
pages that follow. No effort has been made to impose an organization 
on the material contained in the Habeas exhibit. 
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42SP ESI JAN 18 <9 CTA467 PAJ81 
P LLH217 PD PHILADELPHIA PEHN 18 315P EST 
JA!!£$ EARL RAY 
SHELBY COUNTY JAIL HPS 
1 WOULD LIKE TO INFORM YOU THAT I WOULD BE VERY HAPPY TO TAKE 
YOUR CASE WITHOUT FEE. 1 HAS PRESENT ON APRIL 4 AT THE LORRAINE 
MOTEL WHEN DR KINC DIED. YOU HAVE BEEN ACCUSED OF MURDERING 
KIM. OF COURSE I KNOW YOU ARE NOT GUILTY . YOU CAN REACH ME 
AT THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2511 GIRARD 
AVENUE PHILADELPHIA OR CALL HE AT AC 215 CE2-8049 
REVEREND JAKES L BEVEL DIRECTOR OF NON VIOLATE EDUCATION 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 919 NORTH 18 ST PHILA 
(407). 
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